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EDITORIAL 
 

There is no shortage of collecting opportunities in the coming month, with Ted 

Rogers auction this past weekend, Ruahine auction next weekend followed by 

Canterbury two weeks later and Northland Auction on 22 September. 

 

So when you get home with your new purchase, and have spent a few days   

researching its history or you have taken it out and fired a few rounds, how 

about sitting down and writing a short story about it, to share your pleasure 

and knowledge with your fellow collectors. 

 

After all that is what being a member of NZAHAA is supposed to be about 

sharing your enjoyment and knowledge of the things you collect.  I know 

many of you have a wealth of knowledge about firearms and military          

collectable, so don't take that knowledge to your grave, share it with your 

mates. 

 

Happy bidding and writing, 

 

Phil 

NZ Arms Register 

www.armsregister.com 

  

A  LEGACY  OF  JOHN  OSBORNE  1941 - 2018  
 

Here you can research the arms used by New Zealand Military and Police. 

Back issues of the e-Gazette will be found in the Articles section. 

http://www.antiquearms.org.nz/
mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:nzahaa.secretary@gmail.com
http:/www.armsregister.com


ANOTHER  SCARCE  FIREARM  FROM   JOHN OSBORNE’S  COLLECTION   

Lot 126 in Northland Branch Auction 

 
Pattern: M3 / M3A1 SMG .45” ACP calibre. Introduced: Late 1944. Withdrawn: after the Korean War 

Compiled by John Osborne 

 

Specifications: Maker Ithaca Gun Co. Sub Machine Gun. Caliber: .45” ACP. Action: Blowback fires from 

open bolt. Cyclic rate: 450 rds/min. Sights: Fixed 100m rear peep sight and blade foresight.  

Magazine: 30‐round detachable. Muzzle velocity: 280 m/s. Weight: 3.61 kg 

.  

The M3 / M3A1 was considered a superior alternative to the Thompson submachine gun as it was cheaper to 

produce, lighter and more accurate. Commonly referred to as the "Grease Gun" the M3 / M3A1 began to        

replace the Thompson in front‐line service in late 1944 but saw relatively little combat use in World War II. 

During the Korean War, existing M3 guns in service were converted to the improved M3A1 configuration  

using new parts. Complaints of accidental discharge continued to occur even as late as the Korean War. These 

incidents were sometimes caused by dropping the gun on a hard surface with an impact sufficient to knock 

open the ejection port cover and propel the bolt backwards (but not enough to catch the sear). The return 

springs would then propel the bolt forward to pick up a cartridge from the magazine and carry it into the  

chamber, where the bolt's fixed firing pin struck the primer upon contact. During the Korean War the Ithaca 

Gun Co built 33,000 complete guns as well as manufacturing thousands of parts for the repair and rebuilding 

of 

existing M3 and M3A1s. The M3 and M3A1 were largely withdrawn from U.S. frontline service in 1957, but 

continued to be used until the mid‐1990s by armored vehicle crews and truck drivers. During the 1991 Gulf 

War, drivers of the 19th Engineer Battalion attached to the 1st Armored Division were equipped with the 

M3A1. American made firearms entering the UK were frequently British proofed. 

 

New Zealand Service: Over the course of the Korean war more than 4,700 New Zealanders served as a part 

of Kayforce (16th Field Regiment and Royal New Zealand Artillery) and a further 1,350 Royal New Zealand 

Navy sailors took part in tours of duty, 33 were killed in action and 79 wounded. Some British & NZ forces 

attached to the Americans were issued with the M3A1. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    M3A1 marked SUB‐MACH GUN CAL 45 / ITHACA GUN CO, INC / U.S. NO 758164 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     M3A1Ejection port cover open showing bolt back in firing position 

British proof on bolt to rear of finger cocking hole.   roof mark on receiver body.                          British proof marks on barrel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 SSANZ News September October 2018 
www.sportingshooters.nz  SSANZ, PO Box 275, Whangarei 0140 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

 

Arms (Prohibition on Shortened Firearms) Amendment Bill 

 

When National MP Alastair Scott put forward this draft private members bill, supposedly aimed at               

discouraging criminals from owning sawn off shotguns and rifles and impose harsher sentences for such      

offences, at the end of July, firearm owners were horrified. The reason for this horror was that the Bill as 

worded would make thousands of lawful firearm owner’s criminals over night and force them to give up their 

much loved rifles and shotguns or face prosecution. Why, because the Bill made no mention of a minimum 

length by which a long gun could be shortened so even a few mm off the length became a crime. 

 

Once alerted an e-mail campaign by SSANZ members, together with other groups and organizations, over the 

space of a weekend had the desired effect and resulted in the National Party agreeing to withdraw the Bill and 

reconsider its wording.  The party further said they would work with the firearm community in developing any 

future firearms legislation. A good example of what can be achieved when we all play our part.   

 

What is the Point of Tougher Maximum Sentences? 

 

Politicians and others have called for penalties for firearm offences to be increased, however our courts seem 

reluctant to impose meaning full sentences.  Here is a case in point. 

 

Michael John Hayes was sentenced in July by Judge John McDonald to 12 months home detention after    

pleading guilty to unlawfully supplying firearms to Quinn Patterson, who subsequently shot dead two women 

in July last year in Whangarei. 

 

Hayes pleaded guilty to 3 counts of unlawful possession of an MSSA, 3 counts of supplying an MSSA to an 

unlicensed person, each of which attract a maximum penalty of 3 years imprisonment, and 3 counts of        

supplying firearms to an unlicensed person which attracts a maximum penalty of 3 months imprisonment.  In 

addition it is claimed he allowed Patterson to use his firearm licence to buy more guns through Trademe. 

 

Hayes has shown a reckless disregard for the Arms laws of New Zealand, which in turn lead to the murder of 

two innocent women by Patterson. To be handed a sentence of only 12 months home detention for such       

serious offences sends the wrong message to others who may flaunt our arms laws. 

 

Many Licensed firearm owners feel outraged both by Hayes actions and the court for failure to support the law 

by imposing a meaningful sentence. 

 

We would hope that the Crown will appeal this sentence. 

 

A Problem with ARs 

 

Rifles based on the AR 15 platform have become very popular in recent years, they can come in various forms 

of semi automatic, both A and E Cat, as well as bolt action.  Many owners now use these rifles for hunting and 

target shooting; they are light, compact and accurate.  With their modular construction they have become ideal 

for custom builds and local assembly. 

Since Police centralised the processing of import applications at Police National Headquarters in recent 

months, a number of dealers have had permits to import parts for AR 15s declined where previously there had 

been no problem.  Police put this down to consistency of decision making, claiming that since parts for an A 

Cat. AR 15 can be used in an MSSA they require a special reason to be imported and that importing for resale 

or stock is not a special reason. 

http://www.sportingshooters.nz


There should be no doubt those dealers who sell AR15s need to carry stocks of parts to service them, as do 

those who assemble custom rifles, yet to satisfy the intention of the Arms Act and Police concern their needs 

to be some safeguard to prevent parts imported as A cat being used to create under the radar MSSAs. 

 

Some dealers are currently contemplating litigation against police to resolve this issue but that could go either 

way and could result in a precedent that would make the future importation of AR 15 parts impossible.  

Wouldn’t it make more sense for Police and dealers to sit down and work out a solution that would allay the 

concerns of police and allow dealers to support their customers? 

 

The forces of darkness are gathering 

 

Prior to the last two years licensed firearms owners (LFO’s) enjoyed about ten or so years of relative calm on 

the political, legal and policing fronts and for that we should be grateful.  However, there are some strong    

indications that the situation is about change and inevitably not to our advantage.  Be alert. Be aware. 

 

Consider for a moment that we have:  

 A new coalition Government with a certain member parties with known anti firearm policies 

 A very forthright anti-gun attitude being publicised by the Police Association (the Police trade un-

ion).  Check out some of the distorted and inaccurate rhetoric spouted by their President Chris Ca-

hill.   

 Our National media also biased against LFO’s and their rights to own and use firearms.  So much so 

that they readily publish/broadcast/screen the anti gun rhetoric from the likes of Cahill and Alpers 

(yes, he has resurfaced) and even when they are proven wrong will not provide corrections or retrac-

tions to readers/viewers. Consequently, we are losing the publicity battle.  

 Hand in hand is a powerful anti-gun lobby who consider themselves to be above the law. For exam-

ple, they were able to cause the cancellation of a popular arms and militaria auction late last year.  

The poor auctioneer had to cancel because Police told him they couldn’t protect his audience from 

the protesters. So, lawful and law abiding LFO's could not be protected by our Police from the vio-

lence of an unruly protest mob. A sorry state of affairs. 

  The official Police briefing to the new Minister of Police coerced out of Police by an Official Infor-

mation Act request had significant sections heavily redacted (deleted) from public view.  See for 

yourself at               http://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/06-signed-arms-act-

administration-redacted.pdf 

 

Police HQ are complaining that their administration of licensed Firearms in New Zealand is causing them a 

financial shortfall of $6 million even after collecting fees from LFO's.  The signals they are sending out on this 

are very clear.  Fees for things like import permits and renewals are expected to be increased and they will be 

looking to see what else they can charge us for. 

 

In his recent “meet and greet” tour of New Zealand the new Police top firearms officer, Acting Superintendent 

McIlraith was at pains to say that Police had been told by Government that there are no plans to change the 

Arms  Act BUT he ignored questions about the other laws that impact on us all.  Right now there is the Arms 

(Firearms Prohibition Orders) Amendment Bill in Parliament.  There is the Search and Surveillance Act which 

has implications for LFO’s and most importantly it is becoming clear that Police are very focused, determined 

actually, on changes to the Arms Regulations of 1992. 

 

As licensed firearms owners we are too silent. We are losing the battle for public opinion.   

 

We urge you to get you LFO friends to join SSANZ NOW. We need to be speaking to Government FOR ALL 

LICENSED FIREARMS OWNERS.  

http://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/06-signed-arms-act-administration-redacted.pdf
http://www.police.govt.nz/sites/default/files/publications/06-signed-arms-act-administration-redacted.pdf


The Unique Guns of Allan Mitchell Displayed at the National Army Museum, Waiouru 



 



  

Compiled by Phil Cregeen 



Won by the Spade is the definitive history of the Corps of 

Royal New Zealand Engineers, providing a  comprehensive 

account of the corps’ actions, events and personnel from the 

New Zealand Wars of the nineteenth century to the present. 

It examines military engineering in New Zealand, including 

that of Māori and their influence on the corps, the role of 

the corps in overseas wars and home defences, and provides 

a  contemporary record of New Zealand’s contribution to 

military engineering, including demining operations, peace-

keeping and civil aid missions. Key themes are those of    

military innovation and the Engineers’ contribution to     

national infrastructure and professional development. 

Contents 
1 1500–1860s: Maori Military Engineering 

2 1840s–1870s: Royal Engineers in New Zealand 

3 1870s–1900s: Rise of the New Zealand Engineer 

4 First World War–1930s: Territorial Engineers and       

 the Great War Sapper 

5 Second World War: Mobilized Works in New    

 Zealand and Pacific Defence 

6 Second World War: Combat Engineering 

7 1950s–1960s: Desert to Jungle 

8 1970s–1980s: Inward Looking 

9 1990s–2000s: Peace and Terror 

10 2010s: Ubiquitous in Afghanistan and Iraq 

Conclusion 

Appendices:  

1. Died in Service  

2. Senior Appointments  

3. Awards and Honours  

4. NZ Engineer Units and Formations  

5. New Zealanders in other Military Engineer Forces  

6. The Corps of Royal New Zealand Engineers 



 

 

MANY  COLLECTORS  ARE  ALSO   HUNTERS 

 

SO 

 

COME AND VISIT  

 

COLFO 
 

STAND 3-42 
 

Hosted by Chaz Forsyth, Phil Cregeen and Vanessa Goodman 

 

Special Guests 

 

Barristers 

 

Lisa Hanson & Nick Taylor 

 



 

 

 

 

Time is running out! 

 

Counting down to my last E-Gazette 

 

93 

 

94 

 

95 

 

FINISH 

 

WHO WILL FILL THIS SPACE 

 

IN 2019 

 

 

WANTED 

 

A New Editor for the NZAHAA 

 

Gazette and e-Gazette 

 

Contact me for more information  

 

oilyrag@xtra.co.nz 

 

09 436 4065    
 

Best wishes, Phil 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz


ENFIELD Mk I Revolver  by Ian Mc Collom 

 

Adopted in 1880 to replace the Adams revolver, the Enfield MkI was based on an extraction system patented 

in the 1870s by Owen Jones of Philadelphia. This was similar in practice to the Merwin & Hulbert, with the 

barrel and cylinder hinging forward while the cartridge cases were held to the back of the frame. This system 

allowed empty cases to drop free (except the 6 o’clock position one, which often stuck) while retaining any 

unfired cartridges in the cylinder. Because the extractor star was fixed to the frame, the piece had to be loaded 

one round at a time through a loading gate (again, like the Merwin & Hulbert). 

In 1882 a number of improvements were made to the design and lockwork, including features to prevent the 

cylinder from rotating freely and to disconnect the hammer when the loading gate was open. This was adopted 

as the MkII in 1882. A further change was made in 1887, following the death of a Royal Navy sailor whose 

gun fell out of its holster and discharged upon hitting the hammer. A new safety mechanism was added to pre-

vent this from happening again, and most guns in service were retrofitted with it. 

The Enfield was generally not well received, as it was heavy and a bit awkward to handle. It was issued to the 

Army, Navy, and RCMP, but replaced by the first adopted Webley top-break revolvers in the late 1880s 

(Enfield MkII production ceased in 1889). Unlike the Webleys and other private-production guns, there was 

never a civilian version of the Enfield MkI or MkII made, and they are scarcer to find today as a result. 
 

View Ian’s video here: 

 

https://www.forgottenweapons.com/enfield-mki-revolver-merwin-meets-webley-sort-of/  

 

 

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO ADD ONE TO YOUR COLLECTION 

 

LOT # 256 in Northland Branch Auction, with a low serial  #638 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.forgottenweapons.com/enfield-mki-revolver-merwin-meets-webley-sort-of/


More ENFIELDS Revolvers in the Northland Branch Auction 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lot 257 

ENFIELD Mk VI  

Dated 1923 

Lot 258 

ENFIELD No 2  Mk I 

Dated 1931 

Lot 259 

ENFIELD No 2 Mk I* 



This year we are endeavouring to have as many Artillery pieces as we can get. A limited amount of 

funding has been secured for this, which may be able to contribute to transport costs. If anybody is    

interested email Graham Pettigrew pettco@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:pettco@xtra.co.nz


MYSTERY OBJECT (below right),  answer please to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  

 

Last months (below left ), first correct answer came from Rod Woods who said it was a frizen spring from a 

Brown Bess. 

 
FROM OUR READERS 

 

From Tony Bruce 

 
JCB Team helps Guy Martin reproduce WW1 Tank as a tribute to the Centenary 

 
https://www.highways.today/2017/11/16/jcb-guymartin-ww1-reproduction-tank/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 A hint for anyone planning a trip to the UK or France in June 2019. 

They are hoping for 40 DC3’s to fly in formation, and will also be having paratrooper drops 

 

https://www.daksovernormandy.com/ 

 

The Event 
June 2019 provides us with the very last opportunity to organize Daks over Normandy and to honor those who 

have paid so much to liberate Europe. Daks over Normandy will be a once in a lifetime event. The skies over 

the United Kingdom and Normandy, France will be filled with Douglas DC-3/C-47 Dakotas and hundreds of 

Paratroopers. For the first time since World War II will this many of these magnificent aircraft be assembled 

in the very place where they saw their finest hour. From 2 to 9 June 2019 over thirty DC-3/C-47’s will come 

together. Their owners and operators fly them in from all over the Globe. From Scandinavia, The Netherlands 

and the rest of Europe, from Canada and the United States and even from as far away as Australia. All for 

what may well prove the very last time. Just so everyone can watch paratroopers jump over Normandy once 

more and admire these wonderful aircraft on the ground and in the air, where they belong. 

 

The Daks over Normandy event is held in two locations: / 

from 2 to 5 June at Duxford Airfield in the United Kingdom  

and from 5 to 9 June at Caen Carpiquet Airport in Normandy, France!  

Both locations where carefully chosen because of their facilities and their infrastructure and because of their 

World War II heritage. 

 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
https://www.highways.today/2017/11/16/jcb-guymartin-ww1-reproduction-tank/
https://www.daksovernormandy.com/
http://www.wellingtonantiquearms.org.nz/2018-auction/2018-auction-prices-realised.htmlC:/Users/Phil/Documents/AusSA%20(2)


BUY SELL OR SWAP List items free for two issues (* indicates final listing)  

 

THESE LISTINGS MAY ALSO BE PUBLISHED IN NZ GUNS & HUNTING MAGAZINE  Please 

advise if you do not want this, when placing your Ad. 
 

 

WANTED for 25-21 Stevens ammunition ,cases, or loading gear. Any help appreciated. 

Contact Tony ,email: thesmalls@xnet.co.nz ,  03 539 0088  

 

WANTED Buttstock and buttplate for a Remington 870 12 Gauge shotgun 

Contact Mack 09 436 0946 or e-mail mackonerahi@gmail.com  

 

WANTED  SLR mount for L2A2 Trilux Sight,  

Contact Regan 021 951878, regan.courtney@mcspty.com. 

 

WANTED: Parker Hale PH5D sight, hopefully with all the mounting screws. Plus a PH62 Eyepiece. 

Contact Martyn at greenstay@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:thesmalls@xnet.co.nz
mailto:mackonerahi@gmail.com
mailto:regan.courtney@mcspty.com
mailto:greenstay@xtra.co.nz


 UP COMING EVENTS - If you have dates for events in 2019 please advise oilyrag@xtra.co.nz 

 

2018 

 

1 September  Ruahine Branch Auction, Palmerston North 

 

15 September  Canterbury Branch Auction, Christchurch 

 

22 September  NZAHAA HYGM & Northland Branch Auction, Ruakaka ,Whangarei  

 

20 October   Otago Branch Auction, Dunedin 

 

3 & 4 November  Taranaki Branch Gun Show, New Plymouth 

 

10 & 11 November Armistice in Cambridge 

 

2019 

 

16 February  Dargaville Gun Show. 

 

23 &24 February  Shot Expo, ASB show ground, Auckland 

 

24 February  Central branch Gun Show, Ototorohanga 

 

8 & 9 March  NZCCC AGM, Darfield 

 

23 March   Kumeu Militaria Show 

 

6 April   South Canterbury  Branch Auction 

 

15 June   SSANZ Guns Show, Whangarei 

 

20 July   MAMs Guns Show, Christchurch 

 

 

OTAGO BRANCH AUCTION 

 
To be held on Saturday 20TH October in South Dunedin 

 

We are now accepting quality items 

 
For information  

 

Please contact MARK on 0275816004 

Or email otagobranchauction@gmail.com 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:otagobranchauction@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

Discounted sales to Members of 

NZAHAA 

 
Actual discount will depend upon the value of the 

sale. 
 

HAYES & ASSOCIATES LTD 

P O BOX 188 

CARTERTON 5743 

06.3796692 
www.hayes-associates.co.nz/index.htm  

 
 

 
 

RUAHINE ANTIQUE ARMS INC 
 

WE ARE TAKING QUALITY ITEMS,  
COLLECTIONS ETC FOR OUR  

 

AUCTION 
ON  

1 September 2018 
 
 

 PICKUPS CAN BE ARRANGED AT YOUR 

CONVENIENCE 
 

PLEASE PHONE TONY MATTHEWS 
On 06 374 9164 or 027 244 5186 

 

OR EMAIL  
ruahineauction@hotmail.co.nz 

http://www.hayes-associates.co.nz/index.htm


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


