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The e-Gazette Mk II is a monthly news-letter circulated free to members of the NZAHAA and their friends by 

e-mail only. It may be copied and forwarded to fellow collectors, we ask that any material used by others is 

acknowledge to this publication. 

 

Copyright where indicated remains with the contributor of the item. 

 

Views expressed here are those of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect those of  the NZAHAA or its 

Branches.  

 

All correspondence relating to the e-Gazette should be addressed to: 

The Editor, Phil Cregeen at: oilyrag@xtra.co.nz      To unsubscribe e-mail the Editor. 
 

All correspondence relating to NZAHAA membership should be addressed to the National Secretary: 

EDITORIAL 

 

As law abiding licensed firearm owners one has to wonder why the NZ police are so arrogant towards us.  I 

refer to their recent imposition of retrospective certification of endorsed firearms safes without any             

prior consultation with the firearm owning community  (see SSANZ News page 8).  I am aware that a number 

of firearm owners have already run foul of this new requirement. SSANZ, COLFO, PNZ  among others are 

taking this matter very seriously and are collectively working to resolve this issue. 

 

It is also disappointing to see the newly elected President of the NZ Police Association, Chris Cahill, calling 

for ALL firearms to be registered. Does he not realise that this grossly expensive exercise with no tangible 

benefit would result in less resources for front line police work.  

 

There are lots of good collecting or viewing opportunities coming up in the next few weeks: 

Western Front Military Weekend at Kumeu, Taranaki Gun Show in New Plymouth, 

Armistice in Cambridge, Warbirds at Ardmore, and Carvell’s Auction in Auckland 

all with our members involved at these events. 

 

My thanks to all of you who have contributed to this issues. 

 

Remember this is YOUR newsletter. 

 

Phil  

NZ Arms Register 

www.armsregister.com 

 

Here you can research the arms used by New Zealand Military and Police. 

 

New Info Pages being worked on  

 

Back issues of the e-Gazette will be found in the Articles section. 

http://www.antiquearms.org.nz/
mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
http:/www.armsregister.com


My Trip on a Tiger Moth 

By Chrissy Matthews 
 

On Saturday 6th March we went to see the Tiger Club Meet that 

was happening at the Dannevirke Airport. The planes were      

amazing, I said to Tony (my husband) that to fly in a small plane 

was on my bucket list ha ha ha. 

 

Unbeknownst to me my brother in law Peter overheard my         

conversation and was having dinner with the pilots that night so he 

asked them if one of them would take me up, and so it was          

organised, I was to have  a plane ride the next day which just      

happened to be my birthday. I was over the moon and absolutely 

terrified all at the same time. 

  

I have flown a few times in bigger planes but was always petrified 

of the take-offs and landings and any bumps that might occur.  

 

Anyway the time came and we went out there, I was shaking like a 

leaf but because of my big mouth saying it was on my bucket list I 

couldn’t back out now. So I was strapped in the front seat by the 

pilot, which surprised me as I thought the pilot always went in the 

front seat, but he had taken the flying stick out, (don’t think he trusted me to fly??), the leather helmet and  

flying goggles (wow!! the whole nine yards) were placed on my head (exciting) and the pilot got everything 

ready and then the next minute we were off. I was shaking but not with fear this time but with excitement, it 

was the most exhilarating time I have ever felt. Instead of being   petrified it was absolutely fantastic and the 

weird part is I felt more in control than I ever did in the bigger planes. It was the most exciting thing I have 

ever done. We were in the air for about half an hour, we flew over my house and I felt like I was free, the air 

all round me rushing past my ears, I thought I could reach out and touch the clouds as we past them. The take-

off and landing were incredible, I felt so in control which seems weird as I was out in the elements, I can’t  

explain why but I think it was because I wasn’t stuck in a steel tube of a plane and that I could see what was 

going on. I will never forget the feeling of absolute freedom that I felt up in the sky. My next thing is a     

Helicopter ride. 

 

Tony hinted to the pilot that he would love to go up as well and the pilot replied ‘I love strapping the ladies in 

but the men….. and he walked off laughing. 



MILITARY  HERITAGE  DAY  AT  AUCKLAND  MUSEUM 
 

This now annual event was held on Sunday 25 September,  Jeff Atkinson event organiser commented “it was 

the best one yet with a huge public turnout and some of the best displays we’ve seen. The weather was a   

problem for the vehicle team unfortunately but it did drive people indoors for sure. 

 

Members of Auckland and Northland Branch NZAHAA provided displays of various types of firearm and 

were complemented by the 65th Regiment re -enactment group and displays from the Military History         

Society. 



 

More pictures to view here: 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e8ditmqxq0q9b4f/AAAieSHeBSk6VPCExdLwUX4Fa?dl=0 

 

Ctrl + click the link 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/e8ditmqxq0q9b4f/AAAieSHeBSk6VPCExdLwUX4Fa?dl=0


 



HMS WARRIOR  

 

At Portsmouth 

 

Historic Dockyard 

 

Images from John Osborne 

 

 



 



SSANZ News November December 2016 
 

www.sportingshooters.nz  SSANZ, PO Box 275, Whangarei 0140 

 

Gun Safes for B, C & E Cat firearms 

In our last newsletter we reported that Police are now insisting that gun safes are 

certified by a mechanical  engineer before Police will approve them for use and 

stated “We have been advised that existing safes that have been approved in the 

past will be honoured by Police.” 

 

We have since received a further statement from Police National HQ: “Police require that the manufacturer 

or importer have the safe inspected and certified by a registered mechanical engineer (or holder of a relevant 

trade certificate with current experience) and a certified lock smith (a member of the Australasian Master 

Locksmith Association), to show that the minimum standards required, as set out by the Arms Act 1983 and 

the Arms Regulations 1992, are met.  Safes that do not have a product report that shows that the safe meets 

the required minimum standards, or a safe Police know does not meet the minimum standard, will not be    

approved. This also applies to previously approved safes.”   SSANZ has been advised that Mechanical        

Engineers are not “registered” in New Zealand. 

 

We noted that the 1992 Arms Regulations do not actually specify the minimum specification required, so we 

applied to Police for a detailed specification against which safes may be assessed together with the            

qualification required for those carrying out the certification and were sent a very ambiguous document which 

started with the following:   “Where a safe is manufactured outside the standard 6mm mild steel (this implies 

that if the safe is 6 mm, certification is NOT required) or cannot be inspected by the police prior to              

installation, (this implies that ALL safes currently installed and previously approved by Police now also need 

certification) an engineer’s certificate will be required to certify their materials and their performance”. The 

document goes on to detail how locks should be tested including “You would need at least 40 bags of potatoes 

piled on top of each other before the lock would give way”; but does not specify how big the bag should be! 

 

We note that Section 28 of the 1992 Arms Regulations requires that Pistols, MSSAs and restricted weapons 

are “c) locked in a steel safe or steel box or steel cabinet (being in every case a safe, box, or cabinet of sound 

construction and of a type approved in writing either generally or in the particular case by a member of the 

Police)”. 

 

Our advice is if your security arrangements have already been approved by Police then you should ask 

them for a copy of your written approval. If Police have approved your firearm security in the past          

regardless as to whether you hold a “certificate” for your safe, how can they now refuse to approve it,         

provided nothing has changed to make it less secure? 

 

SSANZ fully supports sensible and practical security arrangements for all firearms, but does not support      

retrospective certification of previously approved safes; this is an unnecessary imposition on firearm owners 

and goes beyond the requirements of the 1992 Regulations.  

 

Burglaries 

Burglaries involving firearms have been in the news recently and of course law abiding firearm owners are 

frequently blamed for being the source of guns used by criminals, so it is pleasing to see that Police are now 

giving a higher priority to attending at household burglaries.  We hope that this will result in more stolen     

firearms being recovered. 

http://www.sportingshooters.nz


Mail Order Permits 

Are serial numbers required on the form?  We were recently asked this question by a member and put it to the 

Police National HQ, who replied that all boxes on the form must be completed; this allows them to check 

whether the firearm is lost or stolen or is an MSSA.  We then checked the Police information leaflet that      

announced the new mail order process introduced in October 2015 and discovered there on page 5 “All      

firearms and ammunition are to be fully and correctly described. In the case of firearms: Make; Model; Cali-

bre are required.” 

So in our view when buying by mail order, if you do not have the serial number just refer Police to their own 

document, “guide-for-applicants-for-mail-order-sales-plus-form.pdf” found on the Police website. 

Firearm Licence Testing 

Following the news that the Mountain Safety Council was planning to make most if not all of its volunteer 

firearm instructors redundant, we are very pleased to see that the Police have now announced that they will put 

the contract for Firearm licence testing out to public tender. As a consequence the MSC has put their plans on 

hold and asked all their volunteers to continue instructing for the time being. 

SSANZ will be happy to support any new organisation that is awarded the contract based on using a nation-

wide network of volunteer instructors. Not only do these volunteers fulfil the task of licence testing, they also 

provide firearms safety training and advice in their local communities, especially in remote rural areas.   

Select Committee Inquiry into Illegal Possession of Firearms 

Since our last report the Select Committee has now taken Oral submissions from both those supporting and 

those opposed to the private ownership of firearms, with suggestions of registration of all guns and the        

banning of internet sales put forward by some. We note too that the Mountain Safety Council was questioned 

at length on their plans to ditch the volunteer firearm instructors. 

When the Inquiry is completed the committee will present their report to Parliament with recommendations it 

will then be up to the government of the day to determine if there is a need for further legislation around     

firearms ownership.  When any future firearms legislation is presented it is vitally important that ALL firearm 

owners make their concerns known. 

Public Perception 

New Zealand has some of the most practical and sensible firearms laws in the world, so it should be of great 

concern to us all that a recent poll commissioned by TVNZ indicated that 83% of our population think our gun 

laws should be tougher. No doubt this perception has been encouraged by all the media hype around gun laws 

in the USA, and a number of shooting incidents here.  It is apparent that criminals are resorting to the use of 

firearms more frequently and so too are the Police with often serious consequences.  Hardly a week goes by 

without images of AOS officers in black locking down some neighbourhood appearing on our TV News. Lit-

tle wonder that the public at large are nervous about guns.  

 

It is up to us as responsible firearm owners to do all we can to counter this negative public perception of      

firearms and counter the often biased stories that appear in our media.  

 

 

Help Make SSANZ Stronger and More Effective 

Be proactive – encourage your mates to join SSANZ 



The following was supplied by Maurice Taylor. First published in Black Powder Magazine. Ed  



Also reproduced from Black Powder magazine. Ed 



  

NZAHAA POSTAL SHOOT 

 

Please note that all targets must have be received by the Hawkes Bay Branch no later than 13th 

March 2017 to be collated in time for the April AGM. 
 

 

STOLEN FIREARMS 
 

Unfortunately one of our Southland NZAHAA members has been burgled on 27/ 9/16 and there has been  

seven firearms taken, this happened in the Central Southland area, if you could all keep a look out for the    

following firearms that you may be offered for sale. 

 

 

Sako 85 Finnlight – Serial number H08469 with a suppressor and a Swarovske Optic Scope Z3 3-9X36-L Plex 

 

Winchester 1892 44/40 - unknown serial number – This gun has inlaid paua shell on forewood and butt which 

is quite distinctive 

 

ATA Arms Shotgun semi auto 28” barrel - serial number 12/D23430 

 

Ruger 10/22 with scope and suppressor – unknown serial number 

 

30/30 Winchester 94 Serial number 4251194 

 

22 Marlin 1892 leaver action 24” round barrel, these never had a serial number 

 

Old side by side shotgun 

 

Please contact the Winton Police Station with any information on 03 2366060.  

The officer in charge is Jim Mangos 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discounted sales to Members of NZAHAA 
Actual discount will depend upon the value of the sale. 

 

HAYES & ASSOCIATES LTD 

P O BOX 188 

CARTERTON 5743 

06.3796692 
www.hayes-associates.co.nz/index.htm  

 

http://www.hayes-associates.co.nz/index.htm


Playmate of the Month 
Reproduced from Auckland Branch Newsletter. Ed 

 
The FP-45 Liberator Pistol 

 

 
 

 

During WW2 someone had the brilliant idea of parachuting millions of simply constructed pistols into Nazi-occupied 

countries. The idea was that they would fall into civilian hands so they could shoot some off-guard Kraut and steal his 

Schmeisser, which would enable them to do even more damage and hence on to victory. Hence the name. It was hoped 

that it could have an added advantage more as psychological warfare - the sheer numbers of these in civilian hands 

would demoralise the enemy.  

 

It is very simply and rather crudely constructed, as you can see from the illustration. It was a single-shot design of .45 

ACP calibre. Ten spare rounds were kept in the grip. Reloading was achieved by pulling back on the cocking piece and 

twisting it to expose the chamber. You’d have to poke out the fired round somehow, if you lost the dowel provided. It 

was accurate to about 6 inches. It was not branded or serial numbered. Cost to produce was $2 each, including box with 

instructions (in pictorial form because nobody on the Continent understood the English, let alone English), but not in-

cluding the cost of quality control – there wasn’t any.  

 

So without telling anybody they rushed into production, in great secrecy. They wanted to disguise the fact that these 

were being mass-produced, so the plans didn’t show a barrel. It was a “tube”. The trigger was a “yoke”, the firing pin 

the “control rod” and the trigger guard was the “spanner”. It was produced by the General Motors Guide Lamp Division, 

not the Inland Division, which was keen to keep up production on the M1 Carbine. In six months they produced a mil-

lion of these things.  

 

But no-one thought of consulting the Top Brass on this project. Eisenhower and his generals stopped it dead. They could 

see a number of disadvantages where weren’t factored into the hopes of the designers. For one thing, there was no con-

trol over who could get hold of the pistols, once delivered. It could be children, or jilted lovers or even Germans – they 

had done enough damage with their guns already. Even if it was fired by a resistance fighter, and it missed, in the time 

taken to reload, Jerry would get off 32 rounds in his direction, all of which would have to miss. The real crunch came 

when someone who actually knew maths showed that in order to drop a million of these as intended, all bombers would 

have to be taken off their usual raids for a significant time, and this would be of immense benefit to the enemy. A few, 

perhaps just a few thousand Liberator pistols were delivered by true believers, but the resistance was clearly wanting 

something better. Nearly all the FP-45s were dumped at sea, almost $2,000,000 worth.  

 

A few survived and enthusiastic collectors are apparently prepared to pay $5000 for a “good” one, an extra $1000 in the 

original box and $10,000 if the original instructions were included. (Its Water Marks made it hard to photocopy, so no 

easy money there). On a per page basis the instruction sheet is a valuable as a Gutenberg Bible.  

 

Replicas are made today by several makers, e.g.: http://www.liberatorpistol.com/ .   

 

There is a great YouTube presentation on this pistol at www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvEHu0O-5nw  

and there is a firing demonstration on http://www.guns.com/2012/07/28/vintage-ordnance-llc-fp-45-liberator-pistol-

replica-video/  

http://www.liberatorpistol.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvEHu0O-5nw
http://www.guns.com/2012/07/28/vintage-ordnance-llc-fp-45-liberator-pistol-replica-video/
http://www.guns.com/2012/07/28/vintage-ordnance-llc-fp-45-liberator-pistol-replica-video/


A MEMBERS FAVOURITE GUN 
Please send a photo and tell us about it. 

 

No Contribution this month ! 
 

Well if you cant help with that how about this ? 

 

Noel Taylor would like to know what this magazine is for.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  
Tony McKinnon askes:  

 
NEW ZEALAND KNIFE - I have brought a NZ knife at the auction, this knife is marked “NZ cutlers co 

------- mathew”, and also “TUI” 

The is well made and shows its age, the handle has a Maori figure carved on one side and a wave pattern on 

the other as per photo and drawings. 

Questions - has anyone seen a knife with the same marking, as I have only seen knuckle knives with this TUI 

mark.   

 

   



MYSTERY OBJECT (below right),  answer please to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  

 

Last month (below left and centre),  Rod Woods provided the only correct answer: a BESA trigger group, 

viewed from the top. 

 

 

 

 

 There are no prizes to be won, the only point to this game is to see if you are correct.  So go on have a go, 

who cares who is first.! 

 

From the Web, cut and paste the link or ctrl+click 

 
Contributed by Tony Bruce - From WW100 

https://www.facebook.com/WW100NZ/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED 

Among the more than 2000 New Zealanders who died on the Somme was Sergeant Donald Forrester Brown. 

He was the first member of the New Zealand Expeditionary Force to receive a Victoria Cross for action on the 

Western Front. On 15 September 1916, Brown captured key German machine-gun positions, enabling the 

New Zealand forces to push through the lines. According to the official citation for his Victoria Cross, 

Brown’s ‘utter contempt for danger and coolness under fire’ helped keep up the morale of his companions.  

Following a further act of gallantry on 1 October, he was hit in the head by gunfire from a sniper or machine-

gun and killed.  

Donald Forrester Brown was born in Dunedin on 23 February 1890. Prior to enlistment Brown was a farmer 

in the Totara district near Oamaru. He was unmarried, and his Victoria Cross was posthumously presented to 

his father at Oamaru by the Governor General, Earl of Liverpool, on 30 August 1917. 

 

Courtesy of Archives New Zealand (Archives Ref: AALZ 25044, F530, R24184747) 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
https://www.facebook.com/WW100NZ/?hc_ref=NEWSFEED


 UP COMING EVENTS - If you have dates for events in 2016 please advise oilyrag@xtra.co.nz 
 

2016 

29 & 30 October  Western Front Military Weekend, Kumeu  

 

5 & 6 November  Taranaki Gun Show, New Plymouth 

 

12 & 13 November Armistice in Cambridge. 

 

13 November  Carvell’s Auction, Auckland 

 

13 November  Warbirds, Ardmore Aerodrome. 

 

Time to think about dates for 2017, if they are already booked please let me know. 
 

7 & 8 January  Northland Branch Invitation Shoot, Oromahoe 

 

26 February  Central Branch Gun Show, Otorohanga 

 

2 April    South Canterbury Branch Auction, Timaru 

 

8 April   NZAHAA AGM & Auction, New Plymouth 
 

10 June   SSANZ Guns Show , Whangarei 

 

15 & 16 July  Wellington Branch Auction, Kilbirnie 

 

22 July    Mainland Arms and Militaria Gun Show at Riccarton Racecourse in Christchurch. 

 

23 September  NZAHAA HYGM and Auction, Wellington 

 
NZAHAACENTRAL BRANCH  

 

ANNUAL GUN SHOW 

 

WHEN :    SUNDAY 26 FEBRUARY 2017 

 

VENUE: OTOROHANGA CLUB.  

  MANIAPOTO STREET 

      OTOROHANGA 

 

OPENING TO PUBLIC:  

9.00 AM – 3.00 PM 

 

ENTRY FEE: $5.00 PER ADULT 

CHILDREN UNDER 12YRS FREE WHEN 

ACCOMPANIED BY ADULT. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION. 

RE TABLES ETC.   

KATH. 07 873 8853   

EMAIL: c.k.arnold@xtra.co.nz 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:c.k.arnold@xtra.co.nz


 

 
Northland Branch 

Invitation Shoot 2017 
 

7th & 8th January 
 

At Oromahoe Range, as per last year. 
(shoot programme TBA) 

 
Camping at the range encouraged, but you must be 

self sufficient. Spit roast supplied on Saturday night. 
 

Organised events on Saturday with prizes, and the 
usual evening auction. So bring along your excess 

stuff! 
 

All members and families are welcome. 
 

Fee $30 for weekend. 
 

For details contact: 
Paul Deeming 

Branch Secretary 
09 435 3232 

gunnerpwd@gmail.com 



BUY SELL OR SWAP List items free for two months 

 

#WANTED: New Zealand knuckle knives    
Contact Graham: grahambrimble@xtra.co.nz 

 

#WANTED: NZ Reinforcement Badges  

Numbers 11,12,13,14,15,17,19,30,33. 

Contact Graham: grahambrimble@xtra.co.nz  Phone: 

094117779, 0274759246 

 

*WANTED: Breech bolt for Marlin Model 39 star 22 Lever Action Rifle will consider buying whole Rifle. 

Contact Grant phone 03 327 7005 or gjwilkins@clear.net.nz 

 

#WANTED: Cleaning rod & bolt cover for Japanese  type 99 and type 38 rifles.  

Contact Mac  mack12@xtra.co.nz 

 

*FOR SALE: Webley civilian revolvers and pistols. Including - RIC, .22 Target model, .and more.  

Contact: Phil oilyrag@xtra.co.nz for full list. 

 

*WANTED: A pair of 16th Waikato regt. collar badges. Depicted by an arm holding a taiaha aloft. 

                              Contact, Tom. at t.cmoggy@xtra.co.nz Or ph. 06 8796314. 

 

*WANTED: Adams MkIII parts, Cylinder pin. main spring and internal trigger parts required. or a really 

rough revolver so parts can be salvaged or copied.  Andrew mg34nz@gmail.com 

 

*WANTED: ANY MG08 Parts or accessories, Any MG08 Sled Mount, ANY condition or parts for restora-

tion,  Cheap or unwanted .177 Air Rifle (kids need another one) 

Andrew 027 3380840 or mg34nz@gmail.com 

 

*WANTED: Spot light and post for Vickers Aiming Lamp Mk III (I already 

have the box) Phil oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  

 

*WANTED : to complete two Instructional Piece projects. 

One MH/E Butt – Butt Plate not required but Butt Bolt is 

One No. 5 Jungle Carbine Butt with Rubber Butt Plate.   Any reasonable 

condition considered. 

Contact Noel at 021 187 2106 or njtaylor@ihug.co.nz 

 

WANTED: Japanese Arisaka type 38 6.5 cal Carbine in good condition, with cleaning rod & bolt dust 

cover".  

Contact: Ross Tantrum, E-Mail: tanuki@paradise.net.nz Tel: 04-569-9579, Mob: 021-1472549 

 

WANTED :    Canadian R.E.L. No 32 Scope with Mount;     British No 32 Scope with Mount. 

E-MAIL : colingreenaust@hotmail.com 

 

FOR SALE :    Lithgow SMLE Low Mount Sniper Rifle in Excellent Condition;     Winchester Pattern 14 

Rifle in New Unfired and Unissued Condition ex Winchester Factory Collection;    Enfield Envoy calibre 

7.62mm Heavy Barrel Target Rifle:        Australian Issue L39A1 calibre 7.62mm Heavy Barrel Sniper Ri-

fle;      Australian Issue MK I and MK II Machete Bayonets;       German 98/40 Rifle;     German 33/40 Moun-

tain Carbine;      German KKW calibre .22 Training Rifle.       

 

Colin Green, Melbourne, Australia PHONE : 61 3 98462070, E-MAIL : colingreenaust@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:grahambrimble@xtra.co.nz
mailto:grahambrimble@xtra.co.nz
mailto:gjwilkins@clear.net.nz
mailto:mack12@xtra.co.nz
mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:t.cmoggy@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mg34nz@gmail.com
mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:njtaylor@ihug.co.nz
mailto:tanuki@paradise.net.nz
mailto:colingreenaust@hotmail.com
mailto:colingreenaust@hotmail.com


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

NZ Antique Arms Association (Wellington Branch)  Inc. 

 

Annual July Auction - 2017 
 

We are now accepting lots for our next auction, 15 & 16 July 2017. 

 

We would encourage anyone wanting to have items included to advise  Steve, our Auction 

Convenor, at the earliest possible time. 

 

South Island Run 

We are currently planning our annual run to the South Island some time in January so those 

South Island people wanting to have items collected please let us know as soon as possible. 

Dates to be confirmed but will be early in the New Year. 

 

North Island Run 

Also on the planner is a trip to North Island locations.  

A January date is being finalised now so we need to know. 

 

Contact Steve and talk to him about what you want to do.  

 

He can advise you of our very friendly vendor commission rate. 

 

Steve Privett 

 

Tel: 04 934 2756  Fax: 04 934 2963  


