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EDITORIAL 
 

With four members of the OAS shot in a single incident, (I wonder how that happened), a large seizure of firearms in 

another drug raid and a street shooting in South Auckland all in one week resulted in a storm of anti gun mania in the 

national press and media this past month. The pressure on the politicians was such that the Minister of Police bowed to 

the call for a Select Committee Enquiry into firearms in the hands of criminals. When I met her recently she assured me 

that was the only aim of the enquiry.  

 

We already know that police are preparing an Arms Amendment Bill, as yet they wont tell us what they are proposing, 

but you can bet that put together with the Enquiry it will give the anti firearm lobby and the police hierarchy an           

opportunity to introduce further restrictions on our hobby. 

 

Both SSANZ and COLFO have been proactive in seeking data, by way of Official Information Act Requests to Police, 

to counter arguments put forward calling for further restriction on law abiding firearm owners. 

 

Will you be ready to stand up and be counted when the time comes?  Remember both SSANZ and COLFO only have 

one voice, but if all our individual members voice their views too we can have a big impact 

on the decision makers. 

 

 

My thanks to all of you who have contributed to this issues,  

 

Phil  

At a cost of $27 Million  

A flag to be proud of  

New Zealand 
For all those who voted for the other one, think of 

the money that has been saved in not having to 

change all the flags and badges  

throughout New Zealand . 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz


AN INTERESTING PLACE TO VISIT 

Driving South on the Waikato Express Way, about a kilometre past Mercer is the site of Whangamarino      

Redoubt.  Turn left into Oram Road, cross the railway and park by the weir on the Whangamarino River, from 

here it is a 10-15 minute walk to Te  Teoteo’s Pa and redoubt.  I will let the signage tell the story. 

 

PROTECT YOUR RIGHTS 

 

JOIN 

 

SPORTING SHOOTERS NZ (SSANZ) 

 

TODAY 

 

www.sportingshooters.nz 

 

Many NZAHAA members already belong. 

http://www.sportingshooters.nz


The view looking towards Meremere, to the left of the large building, today 



 



NAVAL BAYONET FROGS 

 

As a follow up to the article last month by Derek Complin, John Carter had this to contribute: 

 

I have been stirred again by the Gazette, and   

recently sold some Slade Wallace bayonet frogs 

and I also donated a few pieces of early (WWI) 

Naval leather equipment to the RNZ Navy     

Museum but I still have four webbing ones and 

thought you might be interested to learn that 

each of the rivets are marked with a broad arrow 

one side and “N” on the other.  

 



CENTRAL BRANCH GUN SHOW at Otorohanga 

 

As in past years Central Branch put on an excellent gun show on the last Sunday of February.  With a good 

mixture of first class displays and sales table there was something of interest for everyone. Exhibitors and   

visitors attending from all points of the North Island gave a clear indication of the popularity of this show. 

 

Prizes were awarded for the best displays as follows:  

best military Andrew Edgecombe, best firearms Andrew Barker, best non- firearm Noel Taylor,  

best visitor’s  Paul Shoebridge, best central branch Troy Picknell, peoples choice Noel Taylor. 

                   MG08 - Andrew Edgcombe      Door guards-pay up or else! 

      A gentleman’s night out - Paul Shoebridge 

      WW II German weapons - Andrew Barker 

  Saddle up with NZMR - Noel Taylor 



 Leo Parks with his die cast models     John Hart with his US Civil War display 

        Mauser Pistols 



                         Weapons from the Colonial Period - Troy Picknell 



REPRODUCED FROM THE WAITOMO NEWS 



Perham Medallion for Wellington Branch Member by Margaret Brown 
 

A well-deserved recognition was handed to Vic Cartwright at the Wellington Branch AGM on the 6th 

March 2016. 

 

Vic Joined the NZAHAA in 1990 and was coerced onto the committee in 1997 by close friend, Ron 

Stewart, and there he has remained ever since.  He held the position of Vice President for many years 

but was reluctant to make that move to President, preferring to be a most reliable toiler and supporter 

on the committee. 

 

For most of his years – if not all – he has worked tirelessly cataloguing the seemingly never ending 

auction items from all parts of the country.  He was always a first choice for our Auction Convenor 

when it came to sorting out the hard ‘stuff’ as Vic has a knack of being able to create interesting     

parcels of goods for the buyers from those piles of parts and ammo that all serious collectors have in 

tins and boxes in their ‘sheds’.  

  

Ammunition is his speciality along with Snider Rifles.  What Vic does not know is not worth       

knowing. A very worthy recipient who meets the Perham Medallion criteria in ‘buckets’. 

 

Vic Cartwright left with Branch President Pat Phipps 



The Grim Reaper by Andrew Edgcombe 
 

German WWI MG08 Maxim Machine Gun Manufactured by DWM Berlin, 1916, 7.92mm water cooled with 

water jacket amour for trench warfare, rate of fire 550 rounds per minute. Total DWM production was in the 

vicinity of 54000 guns, dubbed the “Grim Reaper” or “The Devils Paintbrush” due to its ability to paint the 

landscape red. 

 

Germanys Military enthusiastically embraced the machine gun for tactical use and the MG08 was wildly     

distributed on all fronts throughout the First World War. Germany was well ahead of the Allied forces in the 

widespread deployment of Machine Guns and specialized crews These guns were responsible for the deaths of 

hundreds of thousands of Allied Soldiers and the guns and crews were deemed priority targets, when captured 

the guns were considered a highly prized trophy.  

 

This Gun exhibits battle scars in the form of a large gash through the underside of the water jacket caused by 

shrapnel, mute testament to time spent in heavy combat conditions. At the cessation of hostilities in 1918 New 

Zealand was allocated some 1600 Captured machine Guns as Official War Trophy's, most were NZ captured 

guns. These guns were distributed throughout the Colony for display at schools, councils and community or-

ganizations. Most of these guns are now gone, dumped or scraped long ago. 



BOOK RELEASE 
The Lady from Flanders Fields honours the New Zealand soldiers. 

 

Everyone has been touched by the losses of WWI with its many battles. 

The book from Belgian and former judge D. Cooreman describes the La Basse-Ville Operation (mid June until end    

August 1917) in Belgium. It is probably unique that in this battle only Māori and Pākehā were involved. 

 

This book pictures different aspects of the operation and more personal stories of individual soldiers. Their stories      

emphasises the horror of it all. 

 

The launch of the book takes place 21st of April 2016 at 5.30pm at the Settlers Museum, after visiting the Memorial 

Clock at the Main Street both in Waipawa (Central Hawke's Bay). 

 

Many descendants, Māori and Pākehā, will come from all over New Zealand to pay tribute to their forebears and share 

and show the medals and memorabilia their fathers and uncles have left them. 

 

No doubt this will be a huge event. 

 

The author has been done thorough research everywhere the ‘boys’ went: Cairo, Alexandria, Gallipoli, Hobart, France… 

and all the places they were from in New Zealand. The last 12 years she spend commuting between New Zealand and 

Belgium to gather all the information and fill in the puzzles, putting the men in their original context too. It is a story 

about 100 years ago that is still relevant today. 

 

‘A noted lawyer and judge in Belgium, Dominique wrote this book as a tribute to the New Zealanders who fought in Bel-

gium in the First World War. She has taken her forensic skills and has carried out remarkably detailed research that 

encompasses more than just the individual soldiers who fought there. It is a story of New Zealanders but one seen 

through the eyes of a trained mind from a different culture, a world away.  

Her investigation examines what it means to be a New Zealander. It not only embraces the events of La Basse-Ville and 

of a Maori sergeant, but also expands like the tentacles of an octopus, telling the story of the town, its history and how it 

was absorbed into the two neighbouring towns and is now forgotten. In the same way her story of Charles Sciascia and 

others examines not only how they came to join the New Zealand Division  and their role in the fighting, but also that of 

their family and friends and the impact of war on these families and the wider community.  

This is done in turn for all of the New Zealanders that she meets in her research. Each chapter becomes not only the 

story of a person but also a personal journey for Dominique herself. It is her own journey to New Zealand and in meet-

ing and talking to the soldiers’ descendants; she takes us on a voyage of discovery, rich in history and insight. This book 

is a labour of love from an author who loves her country but is also entranced by these men who came from the 

‘uttermost ends of the earth’ to fight and die in Belgium. Nothing is left out: the book delves into the lives of the New 

Zealanders who fought at la Basse-Ville from 1917 to the present day – almost a century later.’ 

 

The book itself defies categorisation. It is part travelogue, part-history. It reflects on the nature of war and its impact on 

two different societies a world apart: New Zealand and Belgium. It will both overwhelm and entrance you.  

 

It is the story of Dominique Cooreman’s love affair with New Zealand and New Zealanders and we are the richer for it.’ 

Excerpt from the Presentation of the book by Chris Pugsley, Military Historian, ONZM 

 

‘Dominique Cooreman, the Lady from Flanders Field had come to town. She was embraced by locals 

in our community; she stimulated, motivated and inspired.’ (…) A website was created and a book 

written. Family pilgrimages were made to the battlefield where Charles died and a memorial to him, 

designed by Dominique, now stands. (…) 

What a wonderful legacy from a seed sown by a quiet achiever, Dominique Cooreman, who now of-

fers this dignified record of Charles Sciascia’s war and the battle in which he and many fellow sol-

diers lost their lives.’  Excerpt of the Foreword by Brendan Duffy,  Mayor of Horowhenua 

 

 

Labasseville1917@gmail.com 

Facebook page           labasseville1917 

 

© 2016  Dominique Cooreman 

mailto:Labasseville1917@gmail.com


KUMEU MILITARIA SHOW 19 MARCH 2016 

 

A great show, put on by our members Danny & Clayton, with plenty of sales tables for the collector hunting 

for a bargain and good displays of firearms and military vehicles.  Battles by re-enactment groups and enter-

tainment for children.  Yet another opportunity to network with like minded collectors. Why would you miss 

it?  Here a few images mostly taken before the crowds arrived.: 



 



 

A bit 

quiet 

at the end 

of the  

afternoon 



GUNS, WHERE ARE THEY  

 

 

This 25 pounder was on display at this years 

Kumeu Miltaria Show. Apparently on loan from 

Avondale 

RSA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Army Weather Station as issued to MET Troop RA  

from Noel Taylor 

 
An unusual item, have you seen one before? 

 

Certainly less fragile than a barometer. 

 

Noel is seeking documentary evidence of when this was used. 

 



MYSTERY OBJECT (below right),  answer please to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  

 

Last month (below left), first correct answer was provided by  John Collins who said it is the trigger group for 

a Besa MG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I bought my Besa it was missing the trigger group, so I borrowed 

the one pictured and made a wooden copy for display  purposes. I then 

realised that in order to strip the gun I would need a functioning trigger 

group, so set to and made one of those to a simplified design.  I had 

nearly completed this one and along came an offer of two genuine     

articles, thanks to another Branch member, so now I have two original,

( Mk II and Mk III), one home made working model and a wooden 

dummy. Now I can return the borrowed Mk III.  

  Mk III (borrowed) 

 Mk II  with grip safety    Working copy MK III   Wooden dummy MK III 

 

Just another example of the co-operation between members of our organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUAHINE ANTIQUE ARMS INC 
 

WE ARE TAKING QUALITY ITEMS, COLLECTIONS ETC FOR NEXT YEARS AUCTION 

SEPTEMBER 2016, 
 

 Cut off time will be end of May or when full 

PLEASE PHONE TONY MATTHEWS 
On 06 374 9164 or 027 244 5186 

OR EMAIL  
ruahineauction@hotmail.co.  

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz


 UP COMING EVENTS - If you have dates for events in 2016 please advise oilyrag@xtra.co.nz 
 

2016 

 

2 April   Northland Branch Auction and NZAHAA AGM, Whangarei 

 

10 April   South Canterbury Branch Auction, Timaru 

 

30 Apr & 1 May  Ted Rogers Militaria Auction , Kilbirnie 

 

1 May   Carvell’s Auction, Auckland 

 

28 May   Ruahine Branch Arms Fair, Palmerston North. 

 

11 June   Hunting, Shooting & Collecting Show, Whangarei 

 

3 July   Auckland Branch Gun Show 

 

16 & 17 July  Wellington Branch Auction, Kilbirnie 

 

23 July   MAMs Gun Show, Christchurch 

 

20 & 21 August  Tauranga Gun Show 

 

3 September  Ruahine Branch Auction. 

 

10 September  Canterbury Branch Auction, Christchurch 

 

5 & 6 Nov   Taranaki Gun Show, New Plymouth 

 

12 & 13 Nov  Armistice in Cambridge. 

 

Research on the British and colonial forces in Napier 1866 - Request for information. 
 
I am looking for information on 12th (East Suffolk) Regiment of Foot ('The Old Dozen') - 1st Battalion who 

were in Napier and Waipawa at the time of  the Battles for Napier (fought at Omarunui and Petane) on 12 Oc-

tober 1866), also information on the NZ Colonial Forces in HB being the Colonial Defence Force Cavalry 

and the HB Military Settlers and details of their fort at Clive all established in 1863. 

 

In October 1863 Hawkes Bay’s Maori population was about 3600, and the European population about 2600. 
 

I am also seeking information on the Napier Volunteer Rifles and the HB Militia units No1 Napier and No2 

Napier, No3 who drilled at Clive and No 4 who drilled at Puketapu and Petane all were established in 1863 

 

Photos, drawings, images of uniforms and arms, medals and personal stories of life in the military forces in 

Napier / HB at that time. 

 

Under the NZ Militia Act of 1865 it was compulsory for all able bodied pakeha males between the ages of 18 

and 55 years to enlist in the Militia or Volunteers unless there was a special reason. 

In 1866 Napier had a population of about 1300, of which 800 were women and children. 

 

Any information would be much appreciated, Many thanks, John Osborne jcosborne@xtra.co.nz 

 

| John Osborne | PO Box 52 | Kaitaia 0441 | Northland | New Zealand | Tel + 64 9 409 3835 |  

 

mailto:oilyrag@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jcosborne@xtra.co.nz


BUY SELL OR SWAP List items free for two months 

 

FOR SALE:  Boys Anti Tank Rifle, complete 

and in good working order, plus 10 rounds of 

ammo. Asking $7000.00,  

Contact: Greg 021 972 486 or AJ 022 632 6835 

 

WANTED – M60 Platform Pintle (Pintle section 

not required) Please contact Norm or Kev at  

06 8788536 or kevinmnaylor@yahoo.co.nz 

 

WANTED: Bayonet for MAS 36.  Contact: John jjforrest@xtra.co.nz  

 

*FOR SALE :     Lithgow SMLE Rifles with dates ranging from 1916 to 1953, with all Rifles in their original 

matching  numbered condition;  Three Lithgow WW 2 SMLE Sniper Rifles;  One very unique set of two  

Lithgow SMLE Rifles with consecutive serial numbers; A Very Rare Lithgow Factory .303 Calibre Massive 

Heavy Barrel for Bench Mounted Ammunition Testing;  Two Lithgow SMLE Rifles with Australian Light 

Horse markings;  Australian Issue Pattern 14 Sniper Rifle;  Australian Issue L39A1 calibre 7.62mm Heavy 

Barrel Sniper Rifle used in Trials by the R.A.A.F.;  Australian Issue Pattern 14 Target Rifle with Unertl Scope 

and  R.M.C. Duntroon markings; 

 

Rare 1905 dated U.S. Model 1903 Springfield with all early features including Original Barrel, Original Sin-

gle Lug Stock with High Wood and Hand guards without metal clips, etc, etc;    U.S. Remington Model 

1903A3 Sniper Rifle fitted with Lyman Super Targetspot Scope; Very Scarce Japanese Type 2 Paratroop Rifle 

with all Matching Numbers, and in Excellent Original Condition; Finnish Mosin Nagant Sniper Rifle fitted 

with Eastern Bloc Lit Reticule Scope in near new condition;      

 

British WW 1 SMLE Sniper Scopes by Aldis and Periscopic Prism Co;  Australian Issue MK 1 and MK 2 Ma-

chete Bayonets;  A few British and Australian .303 Factory Tools and Rifle Accessories;  British .303 Calibre 

Rubin Trials Ammunition; German Sniper Scopes;   German WW 2 Winter Trigger Assembly;     

 

Colin Green,  

Melbourne, Australia 

PHONE : ........61 3 98462070, 

EMAIL : colingreenaust@hotmail.com 

 

 

*FREEBIE   

Window Bars 1500mm wide 1400 High, 20mm Round Bar, 30mm x 10mm cross 

bars and heavy angle top and bottom 50mm x 65mm x 10 mm, heavy, bolt or 

weld into place ,well constructed set of bars ideal for a gun room ,Police compli-

ant. They have been sitting in my paddock for a couple of years so will need a bit 

of a wire brush and paint. If you have a need for a set of heavy duty bars come 

and get them.  Andrew 027 3380840 

mailto:kevinmnaylor@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:jjforrest@xtra.co.nz
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Date change 
SOUTH CANTERBURY BRANCH  

ANNUAL AUCTION AND SWAP DAY.  
PHAR LAP RACEWAY, TIMARU.  

New date 
SUNDAY 10 APRIL 2016  

Items for the auction are now being sought.  
Please contact the following:  

 
Auction Convenor : Mike Carroll  

Email – mcarroll@alliance .co.nz                      

Cell phone 027 283 4574 

Evenings 03 686 0876 

While each item attracts a small listing charge,  
there is  

NO SELLER COMMISSION and NO BUYER COMMISSION  

 
No other auction in N.Z. can match such favourable 

terms for buyer and seller.  
The event is on the day following the Winchester Swap 

Meet. Come and make a weekend of it by attending 
both events.  

Our annual Swap Day and Auction has been estab-
lished over 20 years and is the premier South Island 

club event  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northland Branch Auction 

& NZAHAA AGM 

 

April 2nd 2016 in Whangarei 
 

Marist Clubrooms,  

39 Park Ave, Kensington, Whangarei  

 

Viewing 0830 to 0930 

 

0930 NZAHAA AGM 

 

Auction Start at 1000 

 

Buyers & Sellers Commission will be 5 %. 

There will be a Tender table on the day. 

 

Contact: 

Paul Deeming on 09 4353232 or 

Email: gunnerpwd@gmail.com 

mailto:gunnerpwd@gmail.com

