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EDITORIAL 

 

Congratulations to Kath Arnold and Steve Privett on their re-election as National President and Vice 

President for a third term, also there are several new faces among our Branch Secretaries and Branch 

Officers.  We owe all of our officers and committee members a big vote of thanks, for without them our 

organisation would not function. 

 

Once again I am indebted to our international circle of friends who assisted in the debate over the Pat 95 

bayonet.  Thanks also to all of you who replied to my request for information on Martini Henry and Martini 

Enfield Rifles. By sharing information and knowledge we all gain. 

 

If you have comments to make or news or articles to contribute, send them to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  
All views (and errors) expressed here are those of the Editor and not necessarily those of the NZAHAA Inc. 

 

Phil Cregeen, Editor oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  
            

AN INTERESTING BAYONET  

 
Pat 1895 Socket Bayonet, why they break   by Phil Cregeen 

In a previous E Gazette Mk II I speculated that the many short socket Pattern 1895 found in NZ may have been 

modified to fit the Martini 310 Cadet Rifle, I now find it necessary to review this information in the light of more 

recent research. 

            

                      Top: Pat 1895 Socket bayonet for Martini Enfield, Bottom: Broken Pat 1895 bayonet 

My theory is now that these bayonets are simply broken ones that have been roughly treated, although they do fit 

on a Martini Cadet.  Comment from Noel Taylor: “The reason you find so many bayonets with broken socket was that 

they were later issued as candle holders in Bell Tents, the hammering into the ground caused damage to the socket. I 

have one from one of my father’s TF mates he acquired it at his first Annual Camp in 1927 it still had candle grease in 

the socket and needed a bit of heat to straighten out.”  
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The Pattern 1895 Socket bayonet for the Martini Enfield .303 rifle was a conversion from the Pattern 1876 Martini 

Henry bayonet and was introduced in the List of Changes  # 8119 on 4 October 1895 which stated “ The conversion is 

made from the bayonet, triangular, Martini Henry, long, and consists generally in cutting down and re-bushing the 

socket, the socket then being bored and slotted, and fitted with a new locking ring, stop, and screw arranged to fit 

the rifle. When fixed, the blade is below the barrel instead of at the side, as in the Martini Henry Rifles.” 

 

A comparison of Martini sockets 

Referring to the above picture note:  the P 76 bushed for .303 ME was converted at Citadel Arsenal, Khartoum and 

not issued in NZ, the two sockets on the right appear to be attempts at repair by an amateur.  

Having studied a number of damaged bayonets it is possible to form an opinion as to how the conversion process 

was achieved and why they break.  Unfortunately no Enfield drawings or procedure has been uncovered, so the 

following is speculation at this stage. 

 Rear part of socket is cut off at the locking ring guide, leaving about 50mm of original socket. OD 22.5 mm 
(Part A in drawing below) 

 Reduce remaining socket diameter by swaging down outside diameter from 22.5mm to 21mm which also 
reduces the inside bore diameter (we don’t know if this was done hot or cold)  

 New smaller diameter socket bored to size to receive the bush and rear forging (as per drawing below).   
 New rear part of socket hot forged (Part B), centre hole bored under size. OD 21 mm 

 Rear forging inserted, being brazed in place and old slot filled. Socket normalised by heat treatment. 

 New slot cut and bore opened up to finished size ( ID 17.4 mm). 

 External socket polished and blued. 
 New locking ring fitted. Note the new locking ring has a higher bridge opening to match the one on the insert (B). 

 

                   



RSAF Enfield converted over 86,000 Pat ‘95 bayonets and to date no record has been found of any new made 
Pattern ‘95 bayonets, although it is possible that some were made by the Trade. 
 
Close examination of a Pat ‘95 in good light will reveal where the old slot has been filled and at the front end of the 
socket it may be possible to see the bushing.  Another indicator of conversion is on the top of the blade where it is 
possible to see old proof and inspection marks over stamped with new ones.  
 

                       
 
              The filled section of the original slot can be seen in front of the locking ring in line with the new slot. 
 

             
        Conversion marks and date ‘96         A broken socket, note how thin the bush is 
 
In 1898 New Zealand purchased 5,000 Martini Enfield Rifles and Pat ‘95 bayonets, the rifles are marked on the front 
of the receiver N ^Z 98  and a rack number on the rear of the receiver, the bayonets have a rack number stamped on 
top of the socket. 
 
Why are so many found broken?  When the internal bore is opened up to size to fit on the rifle the forward bush part 
of B is less than a mm in thickness and is further weakened by the slot, thus it is easy to see why they fail at this 
point when used as tent pegs or receive similar abuse.  All the broken bayonets I have examined show the inner bush 
to be broken in the region of the step rather than cut off with a hacksaw.  
 
Acknowledgements and thanks to: John Osborne, Graham Priest, Derek Complin, Noel Taylor and others who shared 
information and examples.  



GUN REVIEW text and photos by Phil Cregeen 

A Native Police Carbine from the Pat Glynn Collection. 

 

This carbine is based on the Pat 1856 Cavalry Carbine, which was a stop gap general issue arm in preference to 

capping breech loaders like the Calisher & Terry, while a decision was made about the form of the new service 

breach loading rifle and carbine.  The Native Police version has a smooth bore of 0.650” calibre and a fixed block rear 

sight.  In other respects it is identical to the P 56 Cavalry Carbine, also known as the “East India Pattern”, with an 

overall length of 37” and a 20” barrel held in the stock by two bands and a tang screw.  It has a captive ram rod and a 

saddle ring bar held in place by the side nails. 

 

This example was made at Enfield in 1868 and has had the addition of simple wire sling swivels. It is just possible to 

detect faint proof marks on the barrel, most likely Enfield proof. A brass disc has been inserted in the butt, bearing 

the legend “EXCISE & SALT D 35”. The only reference to EXCISE & SALT that I could find originates in India, so I 

suspect that this is where this carbine came from. 

     

Butt Disc      Captive Ram Rod 



WHERE ARE THE GUNS?  Please send details of your local gun to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  

 

                          
Kaikohe & District Memorial RSA Inc, L5 105mm Pack Howitzer, contributed by John Osborne 

 
New Zealand purchased 24 L5s in the early 1960s, 5 more later, 6 of which were deployed to South 
Vietnam from July 1965.  Eighty‐nine Gunners & about 24 support personnel, who formed 161 Bty RNZA, 
were attached to the US 173rd Airborne Brigade. 161 Bty RNZA saw its first action with a fire support 
mission on 19 July 1965. On 8 February 1967 in Vietnam these L5 Howitzers were replaced with US M2A2 
105mm Howitzers. 
 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

2012 

13 May  Carvell’s Auction, Auckland 

19 & 20 May  Ted Rogers Militaria Auction, Kilbirnie, Wellington 

22 May  Dunbar Sloane Medals Arms & Militaria Auction, Wellington 

23 June  Whangarei Hunting Shooting & Fishing Show 

1 July   Auckland Branch Gun Show, Mt Eden 

7 & 8 July  Wellington Branch Auction 

21 July   Mainland Arms Gun Show, Christchurch 

17 & 18 August Arms & Militaria Show, Tauranga 

8 7 9 September Hamilton Shooting & Outdoors Expo 

22 September  NZAHAA HYGM & Auction, hosted by Wellington Branch, Feilding   

29 & 30 September Auckland Arms Fair, Henderson 

13 & 14 October Ted Rogers Militaria Auction, Kilbirnie, Wellington 
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WEBSITES  

From John Osborne -U.S. Navy Carrier - USS John C. Stennis  -  Ctrl +click  HERE  for an interesting video 

   Great gun pictures here: http://www.gunpics.net/ 

From Grant Soich: South Africa Arms & Ammunition Collectors Association http://www.saaaca.org.za/ 

From Kevin Hussey: Auckland Branch website is now here  .. http://www.antique-arms.co.nz 

MYSTERY OBJECT (below right) supplied by Kevin Hussey, answers please to oilyrag@xtra.co.nz 

              

No one supplied the correct answer for last month, above left, which was a Pattern F East India Company musket 

bayonet catch.  

NZAHAA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 21 APRIL IN TIMARU  

Election of Officers 

Nomination for President:    Kath Arnold, proposed by Alwyn Davies & Steve Privett. 

Nomination for Vice President: Steve Privett, proposed by Andrew Edgcombe & Andrew Barker. 

Both Executive Officers were elected as above. 

Remits to change the Rules of the NZAHAA 

From Northland Branch, to include the exchange of knowledge as an object of the NZAHAA 

From Ruahine Branch, to abolish Life Membership of the Association. 

Both of these remits were withdrawn by their sponsors for technical reasons following discussion by the 

Management Committee, to be resubmitted for the next General Meeting as required. 

Scott Rose Bowl was won by Blue Thomas of Central Branch for his article in the December 2011 Gazette. 

Postal Shoot all the prizes were won by Canterbury Branch. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dump.com/2011/04/16/one-us-aircraft-carrier-has-a-more-powerful-air-force-than-70-of-all-countries-video/
http://www.gunpics.net/
http://www.saaaca.org.za/
http://www.antique-arms.co.nz/
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Report to Council 10thMarch 2012 

Since our last annual general meeting the Council has been busy on number of projects. 

I would first like to take the time to acknowledge the effort put in over the last year on members’ behalf.  My thanks 

to John Bryce, Paul Clark, Stuart Hayman, Gary Birch, Lech Beltowski and Trevor Dyke for their technical support in 

preparation and delivery on the various submissions.  Andre Doyle and Paul Clark for representing New Zealand in 

the forums they have had access to, to ensure our position was presented and we are aware of international 

developments.  Last, but not least, Dianne Brown for her dedication to the members in the long hours she gives to 

ensure we are prepared for discussions. 

This year has not been without its difficulties as well. Late in 2010 our treasurer, Tobin Bradwell suffered a bleed on 

the brain; while we stood him down to allow him to recover, his recovery may take longer than expected.  We have 

taken back the work load he had and will seek assistance in getting the accounts up to date before we pass them on 

to a new treasurer.  Please accept my apology if you have not received a membership renewal - we will endeavor to 

get this out of the next two months. 

Throughout the year we have kept the membership informed of our work through the bimonthly COLFO columns in 

your association newsletters and the NZ Guns and Hunting magazine. 

We have held a number of meetings in the last year with police, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFaT), 

members of parliament, and the Law and Order Select Committee Chair and Committee.   

We have also attended international meetings with associated groups in Australia and New York and have been in 

regular communication with these groups and individuals.  

We have started a campaign informing members of parliament of developments in firearms legislation to illustrate 

how effective our current laws are relative to overseas’ experiences.   

Progress on our strategic plan 

We have made good progress on developing communication to members and relationships with policy makers and 

stakeholders.  However, we were not able to attract international firearms groups to New Zealand to hold a meeting.   

We have received a brief on the United Nations Arms Trade Treaty which, in the opinion of MFaT, will have little 

effect on New Zealand directly.   

We are still concerned about the indirect or unplanned consequences of this on importing of parts and firearms into 

New Zealand.  We are writing an open letter to the United Nations to make our position clear.   

We have begun a campaign to counter a build up in anti-firearm journalism prior to the review of the UN Program of 

Action due in August this year.  This is also to deliver on our planned promotion of New Zealand firearms legislation 

as the internationally cost effective risk management program.  

Internally we are in discussion with police to bring consistency across the districts in the application of firearms law.  

This will continue to be a considered discussion to improve standards. 

We thank you for your feedback and look forward to representing you in the coming year. 

Michael Dowling, Chair COLFO 



ESCAPE COMPASSES contributed by Bill Lowry 

During WW II air crews were provided with a variety of concealed compasses and maps to help them evade 

capture or escape once captured if they were shot down in enemy territory.  Here are a few examples: 

   
                           Tunic blouse buckle                   Tunic Bakelite button 

 

   
   Fly button    Concealed compass fits inside a brass button 

 

    
    Magnetized razor blade, floats on water to point north 

 



     
                                Shirt collar bone                   Double sided silk escape chart  

INFORMATION REQUEST ABOUT - A. H. LEWIS 65th Regiment in NZ  
 

I am interested in researching the history and background of Arthur Henry Lewis, Lieutenant and Adjutant 
of the 65th Regiment of Foot who served in the New Zealand Wars from 1857 - 1865. Lewis died in 1865 
and is buried at the St John Church cemetery in Te Awamutu. There is a smattering of info about him in the 
PapersPast files and also on the NZETC website but I would appreciate more info if anyone has any?  
Jeff – secretary NZMHS – secretary@nzmhs.org  
 
COLLECTABLE AIR PISTOLS 
 
Made by the Benjamin Air Rifle Company, St Louis, USA.    
 

    
                    c 1939 - straight pull pump, in .177 cal.     c1953-Model 257, CO2 operated, in .177 cal. 
 

          
         c 1942-86- Model 137, under lever pump, in .177cal. 
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SALUTE 70  Re-living the arrival of US Marines in New Zealand, by Jeff Atkinson Secretary NZMHS 
 
Excitement is mounting ahead of the 70th Anniversary celebrations to commemorate the ‘friendly invasion’ 
and ‘occupation’ of New Zealand by American Armed Forces from 1942 to 1944. 
  
Launching Salute 70, a unique 1940’s themed festival to commemorate the Anniversary, Kapiti Mayor 
Jenny Rowan says there’s overwhelming support for the celebrations which pay tribute to American 
servicemen and women who were stationed, trained or convalesced in New Zealand during World War II. 
Ms Rowan said it was also an opportunity to acknowledge the many thousands of sailors or ships crews 
who manned the 200 or more naval and support vessels which came here during the war.  
 
“Given the passing of time this is our last big opportunity to host Marines and other U.S. Armed forces, 
who camped on our land, were adopted by our families, dated our grandmothers, and defended our 
country while “our men” were fighting in the Middle East. It’s a great time for people to find their old 
photos, their address books, and war-time treasures and be part of a very special anniversary,” she says. 
  
Organised by the Kapiti US Marines Trust in cooperation with the Greater Wellington Regional Council 
(GWRC), the Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC) and a range of other heritage, environment and tourism 
groups, Salute 70 aims to engage Kiwis and American citizens with connections to this important period of 
history.  
 
Ms Rowan says the main focus of the Salute 70 festival is the Wellington Region, particularly in Camps 
Paekakariki, Russell and Mackay where over 15,000 U.S. military personnel were stationed. (Nearly 8,000 
Marines were also stationed in Titahi Bay, Porirua, Plimmerton, Judgeford and Pauatahanui.)  
 
Salute 70 will open in Paekakariki On Saturday, May 26, with an extravaganza of 1940’s music. This will 
lead into a major Memorial Day (the U.S. equivalent of Anzac Day) event in Queen Elizabeth Park (the 
former Camp Russell) on Monday, May 28. 
  
The Memorial Day event will feature the New Zealand Air force Band and leading New Zealand baritone 
Zane Te Wiremu Jarvis. It will be attended by Governor General Lt Gen Rt Hon Sir Jerry Mateparae, tangata 
whenua, national and local politicians, members of the New Zealand and U.S. armed services, the RSA, 
visiting U.S.Marines and their families, community and youth groups. 
  
As part of the event, a new memorial to ten US sailors who died off Paekakariki beach in June, 1943, during 
landing exercises, will be unveiled and new Memorial Grove of Trees to honour the lives of men killed in 
the Pacific war will be planted. 
  
Salute 70 will run until June 14 (the official anniversary of the Marines landing in Wellington), when a 
number of Anniversary events and a concert will be held at the Wellington Town Hall.  
 
The U.S. Embassy is expected to bring the U.S.Marines Forces Pacific Band back to New Zealand for the 
celebrations. The popular band, which was a “star turn” during the Rugby World Cup, will tour a number of 
major centres, starting with a concert in Kapiti on June 10.  
 
Salute 70 will also features special tours of Marine camp sites in Kapiti and other parts of the Wellington 
Region, a memorial dinner, a history lecture series, community story-telling sessions and 1940’s themed 
movie evenings. 
 
 
 
 



HAWKES BAY BRANCH AUCTION March 2012 - Prices Realized 

 

 

 



 



  

NEXT MONTH 

The New Zealand story of the Martini Henry 

 

 



BUY SELL OR SWAP (Free advertising for NZAHAA members for 2 months) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

  

 

 

*WANTED: 
New Zealand ZC1 Radios, Aerials and Spare parts. 
anything considered. 
Please Phone Mark on 0274 572 124 or  

e- mail - markarnott@rockmail.com   
 

 

 

WANTED: Gas block for a Lithgow made  L1A1 Self 

Loading Rifle. 

Contact: Malcolm malcolm.sandilands@xtra.co.nz   

  

 GAZETTEDec 2005 to Dec 2011 

Back issues available from the  

National Secretary 

Cost $5.00 each, plus $2.5 P&P up to 4 copies 

Note: March 2006 sold out  

 

*WANTED:  
French MAS 36 rifle in original very good to excellent 
condition (including bore), complete with bayonet. 
  

Phone Graham 03 684 8880 work  

email: graham@pauljohnston.co.nz 

 

 

FOR SALE OR TRADE :     U.S. Issue WW I Model 1903 Springfield Rifle fitted with Rare 25 round 

Trench Magazine;    U.S. Issue M1922 M1 .22 calibre Training Rifle fitted with Winchester A5 Scope;    U.S. Issue 

Pre WW II Model 1903 Springfield Sniper Rifle fitted with Rare side mounted Noske Scope.  

WANTED :    British Commonwealth Trials Rifles especially Pattern 1913, No I MK VI & No 4 Trials Rifles;  WW I 

Lattey, Gibbs, Martin, and similar Optical Sights;  Rifle Grenade Cups & Spigots, and Wire Cutters & Breakers. 

 CONTACT : Colin Green, 5 Tiffany Grove, Templestowe, Victoria 3106, Australia.  

Phone : ....61 3 98462070.   Email : colingreenaust@hotmail.com    

 

 

*FOR SALE OR TRADE :    Canadian Issue Enfield Enforcer Sniper Rifle in near new condition fitted with Pecar 

Scope;      Australian Military Issue Pattern 14 Sharpshooters Rifle fitted with early Fecker Scope ex A.D.F. & 

Australian Government Ammunition Factory;    British Royal Navy marked .22 calibre War Office Pattern Training 

Rifle with Military type Scope;    Collection of approx 80 British & Australian Lee Enfield Range Sights including 

many RARE examples.    

 WANTED :    British Commonwealth Trials Rifles especially Pattern 1913, No I MK VI & No 4 Trials Rifles;  WW I 

Lattey, Gibbs, Martin, and similar Optical Sights;  Rifle Grenade Cups & Spigots, and Wire Cutters & Breakers. 

 CONTACT : Colin Green, 5 Tiffany Grove, Templestowe, Victoria 3106, Australia.  

Phone : ....61 3 98462070.   Email : colingreenaust@hotmail.com    

 

 

 

FOR SALE:  two collectable Benjamin Air Pistols 

a) 1939, straight pump handle model Cal .177  

b) 1953-56, Model 257, CO2, Cal .177 

Brass bodies with wood grips, see photos above. 

Both pistols function but suffer from leaking valves,  

otherwise VGC, hence offered as collectable. 

Contact: Phil oilyrag@xtra.co.nz  
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Wellington Branch Auction 

7 & 8 July 2012 

We are currently seeking lots 

Contact Steve Privett 

04 9342756  or  027 4411785 

or e-mail steveprivett@paradise.net.nz 

 

 

AUCKLAND BRANCH GUN SHOW 

Sunday 1 July 2012 

Mt Eden War Memorial Hall, Auckland 

Contact Myles Chandler 021 897 455 

for bookings 
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