
NZAR ID 166,  Arm Type: AFV,             Date: (V1) 4 December 2011,    Compiled by : Phil Cregeen 

Pattern (name) Centurion Main Battle Tank Mk III & V, Introduced into NZ Service: 1953, Withdrawn 1968 

Crew: 4 (commander, gunner, driver, loader ) Battle Weight: 107,520 Lbs (48,770 Kg)  

Length: 25 ft 8in. (7.72 m) Width: 11 ft 1.5 in. (3.39 m) Height: 9 ft 9 in. (2.97 m)  

Guns: One 20 pdr (83.4 mm),one .30 in. Browning MG 

Armour: 152 mm to 17 mm, Engine: V 12 Rolls Royce Meteor MK 4B  600HP. 

 Max Speed: Road 21.5 mph (34.6 Km/h) Range: 115 miles.(185 Km) 

 

                         

                                             Centurions at Waiouru in the 1950s 



 

        

The first Centurion Mk III arrived in New Zealand in 1950. New Zealand bought 11 Centurion tanks and one 

armoured recovery vehicle, serving with the NZ Armoured Corp 1953 to 1968, where they were used for training. 

Eight including the ARV were sold to Australia. 

Acknowledgements:   Photos: Phil Cregeen taken Waiouru National Army Museum November 2010 &2011 
                 &  http://kiwisinarmour.hobbyvista.com 
 
Reference:   Fighting Vehicles of the New Zealand Army by Michael Burgess 
   Royal New Zealand Armoured Corp by J Plowman & M Thomas 
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